CLIMATES

asked to see the stairs, at the foot of which he had heard thegirlsay:
'How could I be interested in that lame boy?' and the door he had
riddled with bullets when he practised pistol shooting. The owners
of Annesley, Mr. and Mrs. Musters, did not know much about their
ancestress. This was not the case with Lady Lovelace, widow of
Byron's grandson, who guarded the family papers with vigilant
piety. I knew that she owned countless precious documents and
among them the Journal of Lady Byron which contained the answer
to the difficult question of incest. It was impossible to write the book
without seeing this Journal. Thanks to a mutual friend, Lady George
Hamilton, I obtained permission to read it and went to spend two
days at Ockham Park, which was the manor house of Lady Love-
lace. There, straight through the night, by the light of two candles,
I passionately deciphered this extraordinary document, the memoirs
of a puritan who had been bold to the point of brazenness; they were
so filled with life that I believed that I could see Byron walking with
jerky steps and crying aloud between those walls of grey stone.
After this reading it was no longer possible to doubt the incest.
When I returned to London I went to see old Lord Ernie who (under
his original name of Rowland Edmund Prothero) had published
Byron's correspondence and whose labours had greatly aided me
in my Byronian studies.

CI am much embarrassed, Lord Ernie,' I said... 'You have always
maintained that incest did not take place between Byron and
Augusta. I have proof to the contrary and I have serious scruples in
contradicting you . .. What am I to do?'

He laughed gaily:

*What are you to do?* he said. 'That's very simple. If incest took
place, say so ... As for me, I am almost eighty years old and at my
age I am certainly not going to alter my opinion.

To complete my Byronian researches I had to make Childe
Harold's pilgrimage and go to see Missolonghi. During the years
1928-30 this was an agreeable excuse for long trips across Europe.
I lectured in Vienna, Berlin, Bucharest, Constantinople and Athens.
My wife accompanied me; we went from embassies to ministries,
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